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E d i t o r i a l

Sometimes, when I reminisce about the school, I still 
feel like a 10th grader, but I have to fulfil the role 
of your school captain. I believe not many of you 
are strangers to this peculiar condition. After all, all 
of you did take a year off with only recollections to 
quench your thirst for Welham. Yet again, I write this 
editorial from the comfort of my home after I spent 
only a month at school, fulfilling the responsibilities of 
my predecessors. Unlike us, they got the opportunity 
to grow into their roles.

Transitioning is a constant in life; it shapes us to 
become what we will be as we grow. As we progress 
in school, we continue to change and transition, so 
much so that each of our phases is like an entirely 
different person. Innocent kids of the junior school, 
daring seventh and eighth graders-enjoying their 
newfound freedom, 9th and 10th graders bundled 
in newfound responsiblity; elevenths and twelfths 
figuring their role in school and the path they have to 
follow after they graduate. Each student undertakes a 
long journey as they move between these phases.  A 
sixth grader learns how to navigate the freedoms of 
middle school before becoming a senior himself. A 
seventh-grader experiences being a senior in grade 
eight before leading the middle school in grade 9. 
An eighth-grader matures as a ninth-grader, and that 
helps him go through grade 10.  A tenth grader starts 
understanding and relating to the roles of twelfth 
graders in school as he passes through grade 11. 
However, this year will be quite different because we 
haven’t gotten a chance to start growing into our new 
roles, but no matter how herculean they might seem, 
we will have to overcome the learning when we come 

back to school. There will be no time to dawdle, and 
Instagram will not accompany classes. So, it’s better 
to enjoy the fleeting comforts of home.

Though most of you chose not to come back to school, 
I saw some brave souls on campus. That odd bunch 
of 150 students gave me a taste of Welham, and now 
I long for more. I hope that all of you do as well 
because right now, you are standing still compared 
to yourself if you had chosen to live in the school for 
whatever time the pandemic permitted. The time you 
spend on that 32-acre campus is sacred. It allows you 
to connect with many people and engage in a myriad 
of activities. It teaches you that life doesn’t always 
give you what you want. It teaches you to tackle 
your problems. It helps you grow and transition into 
the gentlemen you are meant to be. Sometimes the 
comforts of home are consuming, but I am asking 
you to look beyond, at the bigger picture. There will 
always be time for home later in life. However, once
 you graduate, there will be no going back.

Viraj Lohia
Editor-In-Chief
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Think about it – “It is when we are in transi-
tion, we are most completely alive.” William 
Bridges



T.V. SERIES REWIEW
LUPIN

Lupin is a French mystery-thriller 
television series created by George 
Kay and François Uzan that premiered 
on Netflix on 8th January 2021. The 
series consists of 10 episodes, with the 
first five episodes released in January 
2021 and the remainder scheduled to 
be released mid-2021.

The narrative revolves around the 
fictional character Arsène Lupin, also 
known as the gentleman thief, the 
narrative revolves around. The show 
is briskly paced, wrapped in a story of 
revenge, racism, and power presented 
in a solid and easy-to-understand 
language. I begin with Assane Diop 
stealing an exorbitant and antique 
necklace from an auction at the 
Louvre hosted by the Pellegrini’s. He 
manages to swiftly glide the chain 
under the highest security and forces. 
The protagonist’s main objective 
is to avenge his dead father, who 
was falsely accused of burgling the 
very same necklace earlier from the 
Pellegrini’s decades ago.

The best thing about the plot is that it 
has uniquely portrayed a heist drama 
coinciding with a classic revenge tale. 
It has everything a watcher needs to 
see -- action, meticulous planning 
of the operation, police chase and 
detailed backstories that build up the 
plot. Hats off to the show’s creators, 
who perfectly blend criminal thrillers 
with revenge drama, who concocted 
this beautiful show. The storyline is 
gripping, with copious amounts of 
thrill, and it keeps you intrigued, but 
don’t expect any outlandish twists. 
He’s smooth, quick, witty, and always 
has a trick up his sleeve, which he 
pulls off with ease. It’s entertaining 
enough to binge, and at a mere five 
episodes, it’s fun to see things getting 
more and more intense. Netflix has 
already confirmed a second season, 

and I think most people will await it 
with bated breath.

Every actor’s performance is pitch-
perfect and smoothly complements 
an exceptional script and equally 
brilliant direction and production 
values. The deadbeat father stereotype 
sets the tone early on. Aside from the 
superficial racial undertones that are 
repeatedly beaten into the audience, 
hopefully, the actor will get the 
recognition he rightfully deserves. 
I’m confident I’m not the only person 
who had to push through the above 
insensitivity, which would have 
undoubtedly let this overshadow the 
first season.

After watching the 1st episode, the 
show turned out to be so thrilling that 
I couldn’t seem to tear myself away 
from it. Lupin is a highly engaging, 
delightful action drama with a dash 
of comedy. The story is well paced; 
you are immersed in it through and 
through. Lupin merges the thrill of 
a superior detective show with the 
cleverness needed to solve the most 
intense puzzle and tops it off with 
an edge-of-your-seat action. I found 
myself cheering out loudly with my 
fists throwing themselves into the air 
as I followed the twists and turns of 
this roller coaster script.

Also, let me compliment the creators’ 
past few works. George Kay is well 
known for creating Criminal (Series 
1 and 2) and Stag, whereas François 
Uzan is credited for creating Family 
Business and Dead Landes (Both TV 
series). I strongly recommend you to 
watch this fantastic and wonderful 
show. Experience it first hand.

-Arnav Shingla
X

Creators : Isabelle 
Degeorges; Nathan Franck
Cast : Omar Sy, Shirine 
Boutella
Genre : Drama

GAME REVIEW 
GHOST OF TSUSHIMA
A game is not good or bad, and there is 
more to it that people sometimes do not 
realize. I spent about 21 hours finishing 
this specific game in moderate difficulty. 
The game is made with replayability 
and tons of collectibles and Easter eggs. 
I might find myself playing it again 
because of its fantastic storyline. It is the 
perfect way to bid farewell to PS4. 

‘Ghost of Tsushima’ is the latest effort 
from odious developers Sucker Punch 
Productions and only their second full 
release to grace the PlayStation 4 since 
2014’s “Infamous Second Son.” I like 
Samurais and I like Japanese culture and 
history. I enjoy this game because of its 
interesting theme and perhaps, I am a 
little biased towards it . Without doubt, it 
is one of the best games I have played in 
this generation of PS4s.

The events of ‘Ghost of Tsushima’ take 
place in 13th century Japan where a 
Mongolian cavalry has invaded the titular 
island. You play as Jin Sakai, one of the 
only surviving Samurais on Tsushima 
following a large-scale attack that wiped 
out much of the fighter community. 
Initially, Jin’s goal is relatively small: 
he wants to rescue his uncle, the leader 
of the Tsushima samurai. The Mongol 
leader has captured the latter. Eventually, 
as these things so often do, the stakes 
become more eminent. Jin becomes the 
de facto leader of a resistance force trying 
to thwart the invasion and keep it from 
spreading to the Japanese mainland.

The game is a visual treat. It is incredibly 
phenomenal not only from a technical 
standpoint but also aesthetically. There 
are so many times where I just stopped 
playing and lost myself in the beautiful 
Japanese landscapes. The game is 
stunningly realistic and steeped in classic 
samurai movie traditions to the point 
where gamers can choose to play the 
entire story in a black and white subtitled 
Kurosawa mode. Its visual cues go beyond 
the cinematic too. Tsushima island looks 
like an oil painting come to life.

The PlayStation 5 version of “Ghost of 
Tsushima,” which I played later, offers 
one of the year’s most beautifully striking 
games in a magnificent sixty frames per 
second. It is easy to think that you are 
playing a “remastered” or “ultimate” port 
for PlayStation 5. However, the same 
game is transformed into an otherworldly 
experience once you witness the blades of 
grass and see petals waving and floating 
smoothly across the screen.

Combat mechanics are a core pillar of 
the game here. Though Jin maintains 
elements of his Samurai ways throughout 
(you always have the Katana as your 
primary weapon, as well as the option 
to challenge enemies to a face-to-face 
standoff), duels replace the boss fight 
element. The introduction of new tactics 
and material makes for a treat and flexible 
system that rewards creativity and 
timing. Meanwhile, you also have ranged 

weaponry and can invest in more devious 
methods involving smoke bombs, covert 
assassinations, poison, and fire. The 
realistic factor of the game takes it to the 
next level. No matter how strong the NPC 
is, it could be taken down in merely 3 
strikes, and the same goes for the player.

The story is broken up into a significant 
number of missions (or “tales”). A 
handful of other considerable narratives 
follow vital allies. Then, there are simple 
side quests that appear after you listen for 
rumours on the street and mythic stories 
that lead you to special equipment or new 
techniques. I ended up a little dissatisfied 
with the blunt and predictable overarching 
narrative.

The problem is that these gaming concepts 
are frequently buried underneath or 
undermined by conventional open-world 
factors. Fighting against small groups of 
enemies is much fun; for instance, you 
have to think about your stand before 
attacking. You can combine elements with 
weapons like throwing kunais. However, 
the game often throws waves of enemy 
soldiers at you altogether, and it exceeds 
the level of a button-masher. You have to 
select your stance depending on the type 
of enemy while also focusing on defense.

As with the best open-world games, Ghost 
of Tsushima is more than just the sum of 
its stories, combat and systems. Taken 
together with the outstanding cinematic 
presentation and keen attention to detail, 
all its various parts work together to 
create an adventure worth experiencing. 
It is unquestionably the defining Samurai 
video game, the most significant work 
Sucker Punch has ever created and an 
incredible endcap to Sony’s PlayStation 
4 library.

-Vihan Shukla
X

Director: Noah Baumbach
Screenplay: Noah 
Baumbach
IMDB rating: 8/10
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ALBUM REVIEW 
BAYAAN
Over the last decade, hip-hop 
has emerged as a dominant force 
in the Indian cultural landscape. 
The Indian hip-hop community 
has seen artists such as Prabh 
Deep, Kidshot, Rebel 7, Gravity, 
and countless others emerge 
and enthrall us with their unique 
anecdotes and homegrown spin on 
America’s most famous cultural 
export. However, we are yet to 
see the pinnacle of this artistic 
movement. Seedhe Maut, the Delhi-
based creative duo consisting of 
Calm and Encore ABJ are behind 
some of the most extensively 
critical and commercial records 
the community has seen in recent 
times. They might help us get a 
glimpse into what the future holds 
for hip-hop talent.In this issue, I 
will be reviewing their debut album 
- “Bayaan .” The word signifies a 
declaration or a strong statement 
that indicates one’s confidence and 
certainty in something. 

Production:-

A couple years ago, when I heard 
the album for the first time, I was 
mesmerized by the production 
quality. Every song from the album 
stands out exceptionally in this 
field. Not only the beats but the ad 
libs are also great. They are placed 
where they need to be. The reverbs 
in the songs make the listeners feel 
magically astounded. Not only the 
mix but the overall mastering in 
the album is phenomenal. When 
listening to the album, each song 
sounds unique yet connected in a 
way. The way the sound has been 
maintained throughout is elite in 
every manner.
 
Lyrics:-

This album is lyrically the most 
superior album in Indian Hip 
Hop, without any doubt. To a new 
listener, the complex flows filled 

with alliterations, metaphors, 
and punches, especially from 
ABJ, sound like water being 
squeezed from stone. When I 
heard the album, my first reaction 
was, “What are they trying to 
say?” However, after a few more 
attempts at listening, I was amazed 
by the content they delivered, 
the allusions they used and the 
catchy hook they presented. In my 
opinion, the album does not have 
even a single loose line. Owing to 
the tight writing, a listener who is 
not familiar with hip-hop wouldn’t 
be able to comprehend its lyrics.

Theme:-

I am sure that many people will not 
find a theme in the records, though 
the album had skits essentially 
because of this reason. This album 
is a concept-based album with 

Three Themes:-

The first one is about the Indian 
society’s perspective on rappers.

The second theme describes the 
thought process of the youth and 
how their parents do not allow 
them to indulge in Hip Hop.

The third theme is based on how 
society limits its members within 
some parameters, and how if any 
individual tries to break those 
rules, he/she is criticized by the 
community. All three themes are 
interconnected so as to make a 
statement, a ‘Bayaan.’ 

‘Bayaan’ has set a benchmark in 
Indian Hip-Hop with fiery flows 
and politically charged verses. 
Seedhe Maut has cemented their 
place as Encore ABJ and Calm 
channel urban angst into their 
music and tackle the sociopolitical 
issues of modern Indian youth 
with production from Sez On The 
Beat. It is a masterpiece that puts 
the duo on the map by showcasing 
how well versed they are with their 
skill, regardless of the language 
they choose to rap in. Furthermore, 
their recent collaboration with 
Prabh Deep proves that they are 
easily one of the best pioneers in 
the Indian Hip-Hop Movement 
and have what it takes to go the 
distance, toe to toe, and bar for bar.
Overall, ‘Bayaan’  is a meticulously 
crafted record that reins you in 
with the first note and does not 
let go. Unfortunately, just making 
fantastic music is not enough when 
you are an artist from the global 
South. For now, the duo will have 
to be content with having created 
one of the best rap records to be 
produced in South Asia.

-Vihan Shukla
X

Artist - Seedhe Maut
Album - ‘Bayaan’
Label - Azadi Records
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L E A R N I N G  C U R V E
Has our learning curve flattened? The obvious answer 
is if not flattened, then certainly it has been distorted 
by the unfolding of the pandemic, which has impacted 
everybody in the world in some way or the other. 

 The vibrancy generated in the learning space in the 
school has got compromised and challenged. Instructors 
have missed the presence of learners in the designated 
spaces, thereby creating disharmony and disturbance in 
understanding the level of their pupils. It is a research 
proven fact that learners add to the instructor’s learning 
in several ways. In fact, every batch of learners brings 
fresh perspectives and ideas. This addition of a layer in 
instructor’s learning too got hit due to pandemic. The 
substitute for the offline mode pushed for accepting and 
using the online mode of learning. These trying times 
called for adaptability and acknowledgement of learning 
which was a deviation from mainstream teaching. 
However, it was an imperfect and iniquitous solution. 
Yes, it was a tough call for everyone with no riders. We all 
embraced the disruption and accepted the displacement 
of learning from classroom to the screen. 

For learners, the corners were cut from the syllabus page 
at the cost of compromising long-term learning. The 
short-term objective was to offer succour in any which 
way to cover up for the missed classes or burden due 
to pandemic. The upward trend in the curve indicates 
motivation and learner should avoid falling into a trap 
which puts him/her a on slippery slope.

It goes without saying that the success of an online learning 
depends upon the big word ‘self’ which describes  how 
self-directed, self-motivated and self-disciplined one 
is.  Sometimes, learners are victims of their attitudinal 
characteristic which emanates from their affordability 
and affluence. It acts as a barrier from learning and 
moreover the mindset and casualness are the other 
factors which pull down learners from being ready for 
the change in changing times. It makes one ponder and 
wonder as to why learners have created a hiatus between 
them and basic courtesies. Humility along with a deep 
sense of gratitude makes the learner more compassionate 
and receptive. During online amplification of lessons, it 
has been noticed that often despite prompts given by an 
instructor learners do not respond thereby causing a dent 

in their own learning. The two-way process of learning 
faces reduced interaction and limited feedback. Learner’s 
voice and choice do count.  Apart from this, the variation 
in performance in assessments conducted through online 
and offline mode raises uncomfortable questions of 
moral ethics and shallowness of learners. The collective 
wisdom used to collaborate to defeat the system in place 
is really scary and serious.  The momentary happiness 
from a dishonest practice is short-lived as in real life, 
what takes one move forward is the how well one has 
developed his skill sets. 

The shortfall in skill development of learners during 
pandemic calls for self-introspection and intervention. 
Having said that, the learning is a continuous process and 
any gap or shortfall can always be compensated through 
grit and aspiration to do well in life. As passionate 
learners it is our responsibility to ourselves to bridge 
our learning gaps in order to be well equipped to face 
future challenges. In my view, incomplete learning of an 
idea creates confusion and chaos in future consolidation 
of concepts.  As motivated learners, we should upskill 
ourselves to meet the challenges posed during our 
journey of existence on this planet. 

Hopefully we will overcome the impediments created 
by the pandemic in our learning process. Furthermore, 
we should do our best so that our learning curve does 
not fall flat despite numerous pulls and pressures. In fact, 
we should take the brighter view that a new norm for 
learning requires us to adapt and accept in order to absorb 
and apply the acquired knowledge through any mode of 
transmission. As a nation, our progress will be manifold 
if different learners wholeheartedly align towards 
learning which is wholesome and worldly. In pursuit 
of excellence the learners should enrich and extend 
their learning horizons beyond what they are expected 
to know at a particular point in life. Also, if learners 
become independent then curiosity will be cultivated 
to draw their own contours. If our learning curve is in 
order, then it will lead to an overall improvement and 
prosperity in the country. For a better tomorrow, the onus 
of our learning depends upon us and sooner we get it 
right better it is for everybody.

- Dr. R.M.Bhandari



Working it out
Being obese is very frustrating and saddening. People try to stay away from 
you and fat shame you. It doesn’t help you in any way; believe me, I have 
gone through it and, in fact, I feel like I’m going through it again. People 
think that someone who is obese is incapable of doing a specific task. This 
body-shaming does not act like constructive criticism in any way. Instead 
it makes you doubt yourself repeatedly. Here in Welham, things are pretty 
different. Instead of fat-shaming the obese, students and teachers motivate 
them to get fit. I’m one of those obese people who came to this school to 
study and be healthy. 

Every day is an effort for me in order to start exercising and running. It 
helps in reducing my BMI (Body Mass Index). In grade VIII, I had reduced 
a lot of weight, but the Coronavirus interfered during the last term, which 
forced me to spend my maximum time at home, watching shows, surfing 
the internet and dozing off. I had entered a routine best described as ‘EAT 
SLEEP REPEAT.’ I am the type of person who doesn’t even notice that he is 
getting fat, which made me ignore the importance of fitness on a daily basis.

The realization began when I reported back to school. My friend commented, 
“What happened to you? You’ve gotten big from every angle!”. This did not 
feel good at all. I heard comments like these every day, and they were stuck 
in my head like a very catchy song. Things for me were not getting easy at 
all. I was demotivated, which finally made me question my physique (late 
realization, though). 

Then the PT sessions started. I began with some light workouts and continued 
them for around a week. On Saturday, our instructor Mr. Lalit said, “If you 
want to get fit, run some rounds and exercise a bit. Be it one set or ten sets, 
just do some workout”. This sentence had ‘clicked’ my fancy. This simple 
sentence inspired me to work out. So what, if it was only one round? I would 
still do it. This motivation was all I needed, but the Coronavirus interfered 
again. 

Last month, I came back home because of the deadly Covid spike, and now I 
am stuck. Now, I don’t have anyone to instruct me, but the inspiration within 
me doesn’t care about all that. I want to get fit, and yes, it will take time, but 
I will improve gradually. I will improve every day, and maybe one day, I’ll 
be able to do 100 sets of any exercise I want to.

-Shlok Singh 
 X

Gloom - Doom - Bloom
The sirens of an ambulance scream
The red beacons blind the eyes 
It’s not a bad dream; 
I can still hear the cries. 

Gloom is pervasive, 
Doom so invasive;

The flushed faces and hoarse voices 

I hope for some pleasant choices. 

The tv screen flashing dread
All the media carrying the same 
thread;

Is this the new norm? 
Will we ever pass the storm? 

Then I look up at the clear sky
I see nature give it a try,
The new leaves find a room,
And it’s hope I see bloom!

-613

You might think that a scientific fact is enough to change some-
one’s perspective towards something, but that is not true. Several 
other factors shape your decision and affect your mind. This article 
will dwell on some of these factors. Whenever a vast majority ac-
cepts an ideology, those who don’t conform or stand in opposition 
are forced to change their opinion. People change their opinions, 
not as a result of conviction, but to gain the acceptance of a specific 
group of people. The bitter truth is that most can’t bear ignorance. 
They feel the need to be recognised as part of an organisation or 
society in order to be content in life. 

People also tend to support the ideas of acquaintances or those who 
seem familiar. Even if this idea is evidently worse than all oth-
ers . This stems from the concept of relatability. People who have 
gone through experiences similar to others gain more sympathy. 
We have faced these kinds of issues on a small scale in the past, 
for example, our schools and friend circles. Usually, people ignore 
more practical and ethical opinions, in order to support their own 
friends’  pursuits. Even on a large scale  like the Parliament or any 
big multinational corporation, such favoritism can cause conflicts. 
At higher levels of organization and assembly, good ideas often get 
repressed and bad ideas get signified as a result of this. 

Another essential factor is zeal. Often during a debate or, for in-
stance, any other argument, people tend to forget that the other per-
son may have a point or may be correct. It’s human nature that 
makes the person forget everything and focus on winning. It is not 
a good sign as the main point of a debate should be to gather as 

much knowledge as possible and come to a mutual understand-
ing over a topic of interest. Instead people use mindless rhetoric 
to push their opinion. This results in most of the audience coming 
to a conclusion based on the speakers’ zeal instead of their actual 
content. What if tomorrow, a minority party in the Parliament puts 
forward  a policy that can actually  help develop the country, but is 
rejected because the Government does not permit the opposition’s 
views. This violates the democratic foundations of our country and 
puts national development at stake. It is an extremely immature 
decision that can cause a lot of harm. Although this is a hypotheti-
cal example, it illustrates my point that one must  ‘argue to change 
minds, and not to win.’

To conclude, facts don’t change our mind because various other 
factors come into play. Favoritism and the tendency to support the 
majority hugely impact our day to day decisions. With this article, 
I am trying to spread awareness about a valid argument, which no 
one talks about but is an excellent topic for a debate.

-Arnav Shingla
X

Facts Don’t Change Our Minds
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word warPrizes for art and literature should be decided 
by the public instead of a panel of experts.
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Literature and art are expressions of human 
creativity, imagination and cognitive skill, typically 
in forms of painting and sculpture. They don’t 
engender any limitations, standards or criteria 
because they are bound to invigorate,impress or 
inspire us. Sometimes, people are not intelligent 
enough to understand a form of art or literature. 
This, in turn, leads to wrong judgements, which 
ultimately impairs the reputation of the art form 

and makes the art form underappreciated. 
Should this happen?

Well, an artist deserves 
to be complimented based 

on his ability to communicate 
the vision of his creation rather 
than being assessed based on the 

baseless opinions of “typical” 
people. Sometimes the best art 
form is not one that seems 
to be one to people. When 
we state that ‘awards for 
art and literature should be 
chosen by the public’ what 
are we seeking to convey? 
Are we questioning the 

credibility of experts and 
laureates, therefore, declaring 

them incompetent to judge by 
discarding their valuable experience? 

In this case what does ‘public’ stand for? 
By definition, it stands for ‘ordinary people in 

general’. Now we are demanding “regular” people 
critique and allott awards for art and literature instead 
of experts and laureates. Firstly, why should this 
proceed? Is there any kind of prejudiced decision-
making concerning the awards? Considering this 
rationale, according to facts there is no such case 
of biased judgement reported in elite class award 
ceremonies of art and literature. Secondly, what is 
the requirement of such activity? As people, we 

have to realise that understanding an art form is not 
a cup of tea and not everyone is capable of doing it. 
It requires specific skill sets, which don’t 
develop overnight. It requires years of 
exposure to attain the requisite standards. 
How can we replace the ‘intelligence’ of 
experts with a sense of ‘judgement’ by 
common people? We have to recognise 
that art forms are not produced to satisfy 
everyone. Prestigious award ceremonies, 
like the Neustadt International Prize for 
Literature, Nobel prize and the Booker 
prize, have a novel method to shortlist 
the award holders. Taking the example 
of the Nobel prize, their overall process 
of electing laureates consists of three 
phases. Firstly, nominations are invited 
by each category’s committee, except for 
the Peace Prize that is open to a selected 
list of qualified institutional members and includes 
all former Nobel laureates. Then nominees for the 
award are proposed by competent nominators. 
Lastly, the laureates are selected amongst the 
nominees, by Scandinavia-based committees under 
Nobel’s mandate that “in awarding the prizes no 
consideration whatsoever shall be given to the 
nationality of the candidates.

According to the current notion, Nobel Prizes 
should be decided by people through voting. What 
are we proposing? Is it logical? Doing this will 
deteriorate the class of Nobel Prizes. Therefore  
experts and laureates should decide the prizes and 
awards for art and literature.

-Parth Tiwari
XI

Literature and other such art forms have existed 
since the early days of mankind. They adhere to a 
diverse set of structures, such as stories that reach 
every corner of the world, or visual arts that allow 
people to look at the world through unconventional 
perspectives. Every individual views the world 
from different points of view; likewise, people hold 
different perspectives when they evaluate a form of 
art or literature. It is very rare that a form of art 
has only one meaning, for if art does not force the 
person evaluating it, it might not be considered 
art at all. Rabindranath Tagore once said “By 
plucking the petals, you do not gather the beauty 
of the flower”, I believe this means that beauty is 
something which cannot be extracted, it exists in 
every form, be it inside or outside. For some, it may 
mean that beauty can be augmented or enhanced 
by materialistic accessories, while some may beg 
to differ.

 As you can observe, pieces of art hold many 
dimensions and cannot be evaluated by an elite 
intelligentsia, no matter how experienced they are, 
because these forms of art are so vast in themselves 
that it would be an injustice to the artist if they 
are evaluated on a single criteria and through a 
single perspective. Art is meant to be universally 
accessible- people may not be as experienced 
as qualified scholars but literature and art exist 
to be reviewed and enjoyed by the masses. It is 

thus unfair, to the artist, the art, and the 
people, if an elite group of scholars is to 
be the ultimate authority on art. 

Now to further understand these scenarios, 
let us construct hypotheticals of both. 
Experts, be they as qualified as they are, 
are still human. Art, as it stands today, is 
known to be controversial. When these 

two factors are taken into account, the inevitable 
conclusion that emerges is that even a panel of 
carefully chosen experts may be overwhelmed by 

the opinions that the experts hold about the art in 
question or even the artist. When the opinions of 
the masses are taken into account through voting 
upon who should be the rightful recipient of the 
award, all radical opinions would cancel each other 
out. Only this criterion would make it possible to 
evaluate the art on its own merits.

A voting system has rarely let down society. It 
has been followed for centuries, be it selecting a 
representative or a worthy 
winner. This gives a voice 
to the actual audience of 
the art, who, without any 
ulterior motive, choose among 
the candidates. With a majority, a 
decision is more likely to be accepted 
by everyone. Decisions made 
by a board can be questioned 
and induce scepticism. 
Society as a whole yields 
the power to do anything 
and literature and art are 
something which are to 
be relished by the society; 
such processes then 
cannot be left to a panel 
no matter how experienced 
they are because the one who 
truly understands art is a person 
who buys a book to go beyond his 
limitations, to enter a new dimension 
and extracts the true essence of art.

-Trayambak Pathak
X 



VE’R’SES
Two Poems. One Heading. You Be The Judge And Jury

Darkening Stars

Once, there was a star which,
Was well known due to its well doings.
It was all from within that made,
It shone without any purpose.
 
It was the odd one for
It did not just outrival but believed. 
In helping others as well. Such actions,
Made him an example for all.
 
Every star shines till a certain age,
After which it turns towards its dark phase.
So did this very star. Unaware of what was
ahead of him.
Favours are something that nobody likes owing,
due to which many of its well-wishers of the.
darkening star tried to bring him back on the,
right path but were unsuccessful.
 
Time passed and the star kept becoming,
The opposite of what it used to be, obstacle,
In others’ work and a personality which
Was liked by nobody anymore.

Sometimes people come into our lives
 as the torch bearers and end up on the diverged 
path.
Conditions worsened and everyone did not feel
the same they felt before.

-Keshav Agarwal
X

Where being alive was equal to death,
Where raising your voice,
Could lead you to your last breath,
Where hope was a mere word.

 The dark dimension,
Where every being was a mere prisoner,
Whose celestial entities fed on their people,
And no one dared to raise their voice.

But there was one,
Who emitted a light,
And had people mesmerised,
Leading them towards what’s right,

He questioned the very beings
Which controlled space and time,
Leading a path to rise,
And end the eternal agony.

The Gods didn’t accept the defiance,
For they consumed the very essence,
Of the chosen one,
Ending the alliance.

He was bound by the chains of dismal,
Darkening his core,
His only mistake was,
He tried to leap over a sky-high wall.

-Trayambak Pathak                                                                                                 
X

Literary Affiars

She was sitting on the floor of the darkest room of 
her house. Playing with dolls which were voiceless 
just like her, trying to find the slightest element of 
love in them, something her parents were unable 
to impart to her. She asked God, “Why am I so 
hated”, by writing it on the floor. From nowhere, 
her mother arrived,  hit her on the face for asking 
such an obvious question and locked her in that 
room, again. 

Suzan was considered a curse upon her family. 
The superstitions of the family had thrust the poor 
girl into the abyss. The moment she was born, her 
grandparents had died in an accident. She was ill-
treated by her parents and her elder sister Maria for 
the simple reason that the family had started facing 
many problems since her birth. The flabbergasting 
thing here is the theory that Suzan`s family used 
to connect her with misfortune. They believed 
she exuded dark vibes wherever she laid her feet 
and as a result, mishappenings were inevitable. 
The little girl was left alone in the room full of 
darkness to treat the so-called demons inside her. 
When the mother came back with food ( barely 
any) and opened the door, she realised that Suzan 
had found a way through the window. It turned 
out she couldn`t bear the torture anymore. Suzan 
ran here and there looking for a suitable place to 
live. 

As she got hungrier, she went to the market in 
search of something to eat. Having no money, she 
even went to the extent of attempting theft. She 
failed and was caught but fortunately,a guy named 
Jaden whose fate was similar to Suzan’s, saved 
her. He took her aside without anyone noticing. 
Jaden asked Suzan about her family but realized 
that she had lost the ability to speak. She started 
crying badly and hugged him. He bought her some 
food despite having little money in his pocket. 
After eating the food, she gave a mesmerizing 
smile that radiated warmth. That one smile; Jaden 
had never seen anything like it in his life and it 
somehow made him forget all about his anxiety, 
saturating him with the feeling of pure bliss. 

Jaden wasn’t financially stable; he had a small 

house where he lived alone. His wife burned 
herself and their son alive after realising that Jaden 
had lied about his religion. Jaden, who took  the 
path of dishonesty for the sake of love, lost hope in 
himself and his desire to live was decreasing day 
by day. Suzan didn`t find the house very attractive 
as she belonged to the nobility. Jaden got her a pen 
and paper so that she could write down the story of 
her life as an outlet for her anger. Jaden understood 
what she was looking for and decided to take care 
of her until she became independent. They lived 
together for weeks during which they forged 
a relationship that would stand the test of time. 
Soon, Suzan started to feel vibrant and zealous. 
Her smile, which Jaden passionately admired, 
kept bettering itself every day. Their bond, forged 
over the few weeks, was deeper than that of a 
father and daughter. Suzan finally was engulfed 
by the love she was seeking so desperately Jaden 
was able to fill the void inside him with her smile.

On the flipside of the coin, Suzan`s family was 
in a huge mess. They published posters in order 
to find her. Her mother said it was important 
for her to be found or the family could find it’s 
respectful image take a hit. The authorities were 
everywhere, trying to find the little girl and 
soon, they succeeded. Unfortunately, Jaden was 
reported by his neighbours causing Susan and him 
to separate. He was sent to jail while she returned 
to the jail she had left, back into the very darkness 
she had left behind. Her helplessness made her 
feel cursed and misfortunate again but Jaden’s 
presence seemed omnipresent over her like a 
guardian angel leading her onto the right path. She 
lived on in the hope that one day, he would come 
to her rescue. Meanwhile, Jaden, whose will to 
exist was vanishing once again, agreed to live the 
remainder of his life in jail. After being subjected 
to endless terror from the constables, he confessed 
to having kidnapped the girl. When asked for the 
reason behind it, he responded, “ I really liked the 
way she smiled.”

-Rakshit Khurana
X

That One Smile
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M y  E x p e r i e n c e  B e l l i n g  t h e  C . A . T .
When I was asked to write about my experience with the Common 
Aptitude Test for getting into the Indian Institutes of Management, 
I knew very little what I wished to convey through this article. After 
much thought, I decided that I wanted to highlight the things that I 
learnt in school that helped me out in this bizarre exam and one thing 
I felt we should focus more on. I call this exam bizarre because it is 
extremely random and that’s what makes this exam so unimaginably 
difficult and demotivating. But let’s keep things positive and talk about 
my amazing time in school and how it helped me while I prepared for 
this exam.

Step One: What Should I Do?

One thing that all of us could use better is knowing the things that 
matter and diversifying the range of things we chose to pursue in 
school. I think a lot of us struggle with this. I simply found a senior 
and included everything he did in my list of things, chose my college 
by looking at another senior, and started pursuing CAT because of 
the set of friends I had. I just got lucky to be part of the right herds 
and benefit from my herd mentality. There are no positives here 
though because most people cannot find this senior or group and end 
up wasting their potential. But even otherwise, we are unaware of 
opportunities that we can grasp in school and post school life. There 
is a dearth of people who go to the big-name colleges that people from 
schools with our set of resources go to. And this can only be solved 
internally. I do not have any intention to preach or suggest what we 
should do, but I mention this because this is something that everyone 
in school should think about when they are in school and not when the 
time has passed.

Step Two: Asking for Help

I think that during this pandemic it was extremely tough to seek help 
because all my classes were online, and we all know how that plays 
out. It becomes crucial that you learn from the experience of others 
and grow. The beauty of a boarding school is teachers and seniors are 
always ready to help you out, all you need to do is ask. And I think 
this is one of the most important skills you can learn. I don’t know 
how to emphasize this enough, but this separates us from a lot of 
people. There is no shame in not knowing and I think you must be 
brazen yet respectful at the same time when you ask someone to help. 
It sounds ironical almost as much as the love for the skating rink in 
school: the older you grow the smaller the place you play football at 
becomes. But what this means is that you must be persistent when 
you need help but be respectful enough to adjust yourself according 
to the other person’s convenience. I was lucky to know people who 

gave this exam before me and people giving it with me, and I pestered 
them to get on call with me and discuss their strategy and approaches 
of preparation to pick up as much as I can from them. 

Step Three: Self-Entertainment

You have so much time and so little to do with all the other sad and 
gloomy things around you that you feel lost and frustrated and everyone 
around seems to be busy or unavailable. This happens sometimes in 
school but happened perpetually in the lockdown. At this point I think 
the most important thing that I could learn is to just entertain yourself 
and others along the way. Sometimes, it involved watching tv for 
13 hours straight on a Sunday, or reading a book or a newspaper, or 
writing articles or blogs. You must be able to distract yourself and 
make the most of this time always. Because even without lockdowns 
you will not have 60 friends around after school and this enhances 
your productivity and makes you feel good. Another important thing 
that can always pull you through these times is working out. This is a 
mysterious solution to everything stressful in life, but it took me till 
CAT to realize this. This is something I didn’t pick from school but 
most of my batchmates did. These hobbies or interests play significant 
role in showing who you are and I guarantee you that every interview 
you ever give, you will either have such things or you will have to 
fake them. 

Step Four: Do as many things as you possibly can

I still don’t know how we perform so much better than people in day 
schools who take so many tuitions and extra classes. All this credit 
goes to our teachers of course but I have a complementing theory. 
I think we learn to balance and manage our time to study properly 
and relax properly. This may sound funny, but I achieved the perfect 
balance between sleep and study during my Board exams ; much 
like everyone a lot of people who replaced studies with nothing 
and some who replaced them with sports and co-curriculars. And I 
managed to balance my CAT preparation with my girlfriend and an 
internship. They are two very different things, but both taught me the 
importance of organizing and structure. I assure you that this kind 
of multi-tasking is the best thing possible. There is a peace of mind 
when you know that you are being productive and that took me a long 
way. I think there were points that I was totally lost and didn’t know 
how to prep anymore but these other things take out the monotony 
from life and allow you to do tons of other things. A similar kind of 
analogy would be how writing the Lampoon and the Humour section 
and seeing people enjoy  gave me enough time for it always even with 
WELMUN, reportings and Class 12.

Step Five: Contingency Plan- Coping with defeat: Go Cauvery (2008-
2018)

The most important thing in a competitive exam that so many people 
prepare for is your confidence. I think this confidence came to me 
in a manner that is not ideal, but it is a matter of fact that I had lost 
so much already that handling setbacks came easy to me. I was part 
of Cauvery house and being the most mischievous house, we tried 
our very best to make our house perform but were always more 
inclined towards finding some cheap thrill by creating some chaos. I 
really cared about the house for a long time, and I look back fondly 
at my time because I realized that during my time in the house, I 
was subconsciously learning how to handle defeats. All those times 
that I had to be answerable to seniors for our house not performing 
I learnt to find the loopholes in my approaches and give feedback to 
myself. Of course, this process was tough, and the methods have been 
outlawed to a large extent now, but everyone in Cauvery house during 
that time learnt to fall and pick themselves up, a blessing in disguise 
I suppose. I have no idea how we are performing right now and if 
this pandemic has reduced the scope for any inter-house competition 
which was the spirit of the boarding experience, the fourth position 
will always exist. Don’t despair and develop the skills of revisiting 
where you went wrong. Think of new ways to improve and know that 
it may not work out still, but you will learn more in this process than 
if you just keep winning. 

This exam is not easy, and I don’t mean to make it sound like it is. 
I have seen so many people so much smarter and more hardworking 
than I am not being able to clear it that it seems almost unbelievable 
that I cleared it. It takes a lot of time and a lot of disappointments, 
and it becomes imperative to have a good distraction. But the most 
important lesson of all in doing anything that’s so intimidating is to 
not get intimidated. This sounds like an over-simplification, but I do 
not wish to demotivate anyone with the complicated things about 
this exam, much the opposite. The truth is that any such exam or 
opportunity seems so tough only till you don’t commit to it. If you 
know beforehand what you wish to do and you have the right set of 
skills, you stand a good chance to clear it. But even if you don’t clear 
it, the most important lesson is to pick yourself up because it’s not 
the end of the world. I think this is motivation enough for you to pull 
yourself up and hustle till you reach your goal.
 
-Dev Goel 
Ex - XII
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Lampoon 

Since its inception, the accolade of Dude of the 
month has been awarded to various teachers but 
never before has a house warden bagged it. We are 
well aware of their clique of four which remains 
almost dormant throughout the day, only to come 
alive late at night. They are a force to reckon 
with, at least for those who forget that the ways 
of the 21st century call for diplomacy. The tales 
from their night patrol are shared in their famous 
breakfast convos. The other subjects of discussion, 
however, remain unknown to us ( perhaps for the 
better.) In the recent months, a certain member of 
this motley crew has deservedly emerged as the 
quintessential recipient of this column’s attention 
and appraisal. His dedication cannot be outdone 
by that of the Peaky Blinders and the KGB. The 
chosen candidate for this month is Mr. Nagarkoti.

In spite of the presence of such a dynamic 
housemaster, Mr. Nagarkoti’s absolute principles 
have managed to seep into every Gangaite’s 
life. Even though he claims to be ever loyal to 
whatever has been conveyed to him on Whatsapp, 
his perseverance and the strength with which he 
stands behind his decisions is even admired by 
the higher-ups (maybe even influencing their 
decisions).So much so, many teachers rely 
on his and only his decisiveness to discipline 

Gangaites. Having said all that, it is confusing 
to see Gangaites occupy benches outside at night 
rather than being tucked into bed. Despite Sir’s 
dominating persona, his house still remains the 
hub for all different kinds of activities. This 
doesn’t affect him much though; nothing a little 
plausible deniability can’t achieve!

Sir’s character reeks of simplicity to an extent 
where one could call it eccentric. The reason behind 
that is perhaps, the rigorous schedule he followed 
throughout his years in the army. Almost always 
seen in his signature bright colored shirts and 
loose pants, sir ensures that all Gangaites follow 
in his footsteps and are dressed appropriately 
( testimony to which is the rest of the school.) 
Students in the hostel are familiar with his pitchy 
voice searching for a victim usually late at night. 
Despite the exhausting hunts, Mr. Nagarkoti 
manages to wake up at 5:30 a.m. everyday without 
fail, giving his prey barely any time to evade. A 
typical day in a Gangaite’s life starts with Sir’s 
infamous wake-up call, known to eliminate the 
job of multiple bells and alarms installed by the 
administration ( a story for another day.)  Most of 
the time, Sir is seen with his sole companion, a 
register, which he uses to record roll calls while 
watching videos on YouTube. Before lights off, 

the house is forced to drink ‘Kaadha,’ which 
according to him is the only effective weapon 
against Covid-19. Exactly when the clock 
strikes 12, Sir is seen filling his water bottle, 
setting up traps for the night to follow! And the 
cycle repeats itself. 

With (most of) the students in the Academic 
Block, Mr. Nagarkoti receives some well-
deserved rest. On a certain weekday, however, 
he was awoken out of his reverie. Apparently, 
Sir had to lead a newly instituted task force on 
a surprise raid. Bursting into classrooms to the 
unprecedented horror of many, the task force 
snatched students’ locker keys in what seemed 
like an attempt to unearth mysteries of the past. 
Those of us who rushed back to the hostel in 
order to ‘retrieve a forgotten book’ found our 
rooms locked. Sir had outwitted us. The findings, 
especially a certain something in Ganga itself, 
led to this becoming more of a daily routine. Fast 
forward to the 20th of March - after spending 
almost a year at home, Welhamites were craving 
to be in the school environment. A handful of us 
got this opportunity and what ensued was the  
prank of the academic year. Let’s just say Mr . 
Nagarkoti had a tough time opening a lock no 
one had the key to. The next morning, for the 
first time, there was no wakeup call. Ganga 10th 
showed up at breakfast, only an hour late and 
yet again Mr. Nagarkoti was the highlight of the 
month! 

The Ganga house warden has experienced it all 
at Welham. The epitomisation of ‘ if something 
seems too good to be true, it probably is,’  
Mr. Nagarkoti’s tale of weight loss and battle 
against obesity has clearly inspired those under 
his supervision. In these trying times, Gangaites 
desperately miss the sound of his famous 
catchphrase “ bhaiya” and his constant rants of 
“pack up!” echoing in  the halls of  Shikhar. All 
in all, after going unnoticed for much time, Sir 
has finally succeeded in getting the attention he 

deserved from the Oliphant. Why give the title 
of ‘dude of the month’ to Mr. Nagarkoti? It’s 
because of nostalgia. 

Don’t be disheartened, now that you know we’re 
expanding the scope of this column you could 
definitely be next !

-The Lampooner

Dude of The Month - Mr. Nagarkoti 
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Separated  at Birth
Mrinank Chandar

Po (Kung Fu Panda)

 Republic TV 

Calvin(Calvin and Hobbes)

KT ma’am

Mitansh Narang

What’s In                       What’s Out
Pipe Band 

Harshit Verma

All other cricketers

Happy teachers

OP sir

Krishna Black legacy

Akshat Rungta

Online Classes (again)

DB sir

Samanyu Malik

  RUMOUR 
HAS IT

Srijit is planning to conduct an online BMI survey.

Vihaan Shukla has blocked all the twelfthies on Instagram.

Mihir has gone weak in the knees. (maybe the ‘single’ quarantine was 
extremely taxing)

Aaditya Singh Parmar recently bought a new treadmill.(Practice makes 
it perfect)

Rajbir Singh Anand is planning to start BAW. (A chip of the old block)

Through  The  
Keyhole

Arnav Goel - Lets have a vox pie with WGS ( what about an apple 
populi)

DB sir - How will you get x if you are given y?
Aditya Singh Parmar - Sir we will subtract depression. ( add happiness 
for good measure)

KT Ma’am - “You make my life complicated, you get a zero.”

Samanyu Raj Malik - I am black pilled. I believe in the absurd. 
(absurdity does seem to follow him)

Viraj Lohia - The score is 62 for 15. (Blessed be this team and the 
scorer)


